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animal abuse

Some injuries and illnesses presenting to a veterinarian may raise suspicion of abuse, 
especially if they are inconsistent with the provided history. Veterinarians should 
report them when they have a reasonable suspicion, so that the proper authorities can 
investigate, rather than waiting until they feel they can prove a case. The investigation 
is greatly improved when veterinarians are aware of what to look for and what to 
document when abuse is suspected. 

Common Presentations (See next page for chart)

•	 Abrasions or Bruising

•	 Asphyxiation by Ligature

•	 Burns

•	 Dogfighting

•	 Drowning

•	 Drugs/Poisons

•	 Embedded Collar

•	 Eye Injuries

•	 Feet Injuries

•	 Gunshot Wound

•	 Head Trauma

•	 Internal Injuries

•	 Knife Wounds

•	 Repetitive Injuries

•	 Starvation

COMMON PRESENTATIONS

REMEMBER: A reasonable suspicion of abuse or neglect is enough to make a report. You may always call 
the appropriate humane agency for consultation, if you are unsure whether a report is warranted.
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