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Mandatory Reporting & Resources

- HB 33 Background

» HB 33 Provisions

» Existing Animal Cruelty Statute

» To Report or Not

- Common Scenarios
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« Questions ??7?



Why HB 33?
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Pathway to Law

<AL L L

Introduced February 2,2019
Passed House 89-2 June 2020
Passed Senate 31-0 Dec 2020
Governor signs January 6, 2021
Becomes law April 6, 2021

Early version problematic
The ethical responsibility

Correlation human -animal
violence

Includes social services & dog
wardens

Most other states address
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HB 33 Key Provisions

Immediately report suspected o Report made in “good faith”
animal abuse [ORC 959] extends civil and criminal
Applies to companion animals liability immunity to DVM who
Report to an officer as defined reports [ORC 959.09 (B)]

ORC 959.132 (A)(4)- a human o Failure to report reviewed by
agent, law enforcement, OVMLB

animal control o First violation a confidential
Report can be orally or in warning, second $100 fine and
writing [ORC 959.01 (A)(1)] subsequent $500 fine [ORC
Description of animal, owner 4741.22 (C ) (D)]

contact info, nature of o Obligation is to report in good
suspected abuse, other faith on your direct medical

relevant info observation and not to prove.



Animal Cruelty Statute ORC 959

« ORC 959.01 Abandon an animal
« ORC 959.02 Maliciously kill or injure
« ORC 959.03 Willfully poison

« ORC 959.13 All animals : Torture, starve, cruelly beat,
mutilate, kill , impound without food/water/shelter

« ORC 959.131 Companion animals: Torture, torment,
mutilate, serious physical harm, other acts of cruelty,
deprive food/water/shelter - cause sickness or
suffering. Allowances for research, veterinary
medicine, hunting /filed trial purposes and common
training devices



Animal Cruelty Statute ORC 959

« ORC 959.15 Animal fighting in general
« ORC 959.16 Dog fighting
« ORC 959.21 Sexual conduct with an animal




HOUSE BILL 33

MANDATORY REPORTING OF ANIMAL ABUSE

I’'m a veterinarian - what does this mean for me?



ALLISON LASH,

DVM

Medical Director, Cleveland Animal

Protective League

10+ years Shelter Medicine

Private Practice, Emergency Relief

Work

At home: 2 kids, 5 cats, 1 guir~

fish, chickens, bees




ALLISON LASH, DVM

My work at the Cleveland APL

Shelter Veterinarian (individual health, herd
health)

Administrative Duties

Outpatient, income-qualified, community pet
care (project CARE)

Surgery

Forensics




HB 33

https://search-prod.lis.state.oh.us/solarapi/vi/general_assembly_133/bills/hb33/EN/05?
format=pdf

Expands cross-reporting of abuse of both animals and people

Prohibits veterinarians and specified social service/counseling professionals from failing to report
abuse of a companion animal (a dog, cat, or animal other than livestock/wildlife that is kept in a
residential dwelling)

Similarly prohibits a law enforcement officer, humane society agent, animal control officer, dog warden,
or deputy dog warden from failing to report abuse of a companion animal to an appropriate social
service professional under specified circumstances

Specifies that a person required to make a report is immune from civil or criminal liability in connection
with making the report when the report is made in good faith

Adds dog wardens/animal control officers to the list of professionals who must immediately report child
abuse



https://search-prod.lis.state.oh.us/solarapi/v1/general_assembly_133/bills/hb33/EN/05?format=pdf
https://search-prod.lis.state.oh.us/solarapi/v1/general_assembly_133/bills/hb33/EN/05?format=pdf

OHIO REVISED CODE 959

Offenses relating to domestic animals
959.01 Abandon an animal
959.02 Maliciously kill or injure
959.03 Willfully poison
959.13 All animals: cruelty/neglect
959.131 Companion animals: cruelty/neglect
959.15 Animal fighting in general
959.16 Dog fighting
959.21 Sexual contact with an animal




OHIO REVISED CODE 959.131

(B) No person shall knowingly torture, torment, needlessly mutilate or maim, cruelly
beat, poison, needlessly kill, or commit an act of cruelty against a companion animal.

(C) No person shall knowingly cause serious physical harm to a companion animal.

(D) No person who confines or who is the custodian or caretaker of a companion animal
shall negligently do any of the following:

(1)Torture, torment, or commit an act of cruelty against the companion animal;

(2) Deprive the companion animal of necessary sustenance or confine the companion animal
without supplying it during the confinement with sufficient quantities of good, wholesome food and
water if it can reasonably be expected that the companion animal would become sick or suffer in
any other way as a result of or due to the deprivation or confinement;

(3) Impound or confine the companion animal without affording it. during the impoundment or
confinement, with access to shelter from heat, cold, wind, rain, snow, or excessive direct sunlight if
it can reasonably be expected that the companion animal would become sick or suffer in any other
way as a result of or due to the lack of adequate shelter.



OVMA ANIMAL ABUSE REPORTING
TASK FORCE

Committee of one Social Worker and DVMs from various backgrounds
(shelter, ER, academia, consulting)

Work preceded passing of HB 33

Documents include recognizing and reporting equine, large animal abuse









https://nationallinkcoalition.org/

Questions to keep in mind during suspected cases of
animal cruelty:

* Is there unnecessary discomfort or suffering?

* Would a reasonable person have been able to tell
there was a problem?

* Is there reasonable remedy or relief?

* Are the owners/caretakers following agreed upon
plan?
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ANIMAL ABUSE
RECOGNITION & REPORTING
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CLASSIFICATIONS OF
ANIMAL ABUSE
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NON-ACCIDENTAL INJURY
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http://pghspayvac.com/feeding-feeral-cats-
racoons/



DOCUOUMENTING
ANIMAL ABUSE
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DOCUMENTATION
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| [Fundamentals 7

Five Key Considerations

Remembar: fimimal craelty is 2 legal, nat 2 medical, determination. As you mave farward in develaping pratorols for reparting
animal cruelty, keep the fallowing considerations in mind:

1. Safety first 4. Avoid bias; be impartial THE ROLE OF THE VETERINARIAN:

Never compromisa the szfety of humans or zrimals, It is the veternarian’s responsibility to make an accurate
If you are concemed ard there iz z feeling of risk or and truthful determinztion of the znimal’s health

harm, call 911, (Reisman, 2012). Avoid any bias, and document Lhe
medicel facts, Industry stancards, or @ client's economic
status, age, ignorance, or other factors may be used by

MASSACHUSETTS

Fundamantals n

Treat the animal

If Lhe animal iz neglacted or abused, you nesd Lo collect . . Role & Respansibilities 2%
and document the evidence — but do not compromise the defendant as exouses for his or her Behavior, but \
Lhe Limely treatment of the animel {Balkin, 2007). these facmr*: Sh.mld nok be used by 2 veteriaztan n e
) R assessing an animals health. : Legel Actions 129
You are not the judge or jury
This is not an exact science . ; Other Canslderatians 141

Yelerinarians are bealth professionals, and what is
required of you [professionally, ethicslly, and legally) is
to repaet suspectad ar knawn animal maltreatment, o
not determine 3 0 case 15 neglact, creelty, ar obosa — thar

s for law enforrement ta investigate, the pmsecUtar to approath of "what Lo do and look for® in 2l cases is . t

prove, and the jury or judge to decide. Reporting does not belpful, but eech case will be unique. A A \ ,}\ .

mean the parson is going to be thrown in jail or even bk ' h—

charged. Reporting allows clher authorities Lo investigate Tufts ANMA s Ton U ANIMAL

e incident further to make sure the animal in guestion —
andd ather animals and humans — are rot ab risk of harm.

Inentifying and recagnizing animal crazlty may rat st
. . N . > Further Laws & Rasources 14¢
ke an exact science, but 71 is a science, This is why 3 - s |
veterinanan’s mediczl expertise is crtical A standard o Credits & References 167
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FIGHTING

dogfighting
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dogfighting




skin (Wounds and Scars), Hair coat

Yaterinarizn: Date: el e 3 0
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ACCIDENT OR ABUSE?
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13. Write Forensic Report

Veterinary Statement of Findings

[n ar arimal cueity case, you will be asked to write 2
ferensic repot knewr as a "Veterinary Statewent cf fMinding.”

Thi eport is cifforert rom your mecical acords of the
patiant asc from amy intal or preliminary ctatament or
report yor may e already made. It s comprewnsive;
it ivleco: pecr summary and conchuiides

The m2oor: wil putl t>gether al o wour medical findings.
3oy v attachwents (Le.. manirarha Mdings
g'agecstic tests. radlog@adis Dhctographs;. Based on these
findings 2nd your assesument. you then will daw a concluslor
If. ‘n your macical 2xpaTs2. the asimal(s) experienced pain,
suf‘ering or éeatr because of 76 07 wr nareatnemn.

NOTE: The deadings to the Sght and ae the nert poge ere
soggested Lared cn andance colectad. Somple faransic
vetonnaty stotersents ard raports vary; Lse what i appropnsie.

- SOP: Consultation & Reporting

Reporting Animal Cruelty

THE ROLE OF THE VETERINARIAN: ESTABLISHING PROTOCODIS TO
IDENTIFY AND REPORT SUSPECTED ANIMAL CRUELTY IN MASSACHUSETTS

VETERINARY
STATEMENT OF
TINDING3/
FORINSIC

Role & Responsibilites 29
Standard Operating Procedures 41

“ B

B Llegal Actions 129

Xt k-
~ | Other Considerations 141
Further Laws
Credits & References

——

ANIMALKESCUE LEAGUE . A“lMAlFblKS
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 This is in addition to medical records and diagnostics
* Keep it concise
* You are the expert

- Make sure non-medically trained people can
understand it
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THANK YOU

Questions?
alash@clevelandapl.org
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